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Claverack Library 
Receives Programming 
Grant for At-risk Teens
The Claverack Free Library, in partnership with the 
Warren Street Academy in Hudson, known as the Bridge, 
was awarded a competitive grant from the American Library 
Association (ALA) to host a reading and discussion program 
designed for at-risk teens.
 As one of the 50 Great Stories Club grant recipients 
selected from across the country, our library will work with 
groups of six to ten teens to read and discuss modern novels. 
Participants will read three titles under the theme “Hack 
the Feed: Media, Resistance, Revolution”: “The Hunger 
Games” by Suzanne Collins, “Feed” by M.T. Anderson 
and “March: Book One” by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin 
and Nate Powell. The titles – selected by librarian advisors 
and humanities scholars – were chosen to resonate with 
reluctant readers who struggle with complex issues such as 
incarceration, violence and poverty.
 The Bridge is a coeducational alternative high school 
for the highest risk students in Hudson and other local 
school districts. Students range in age from 16 to 18, and 
are predominantly juniors and seniors in high school who 
have struggled academically and often been disruptive, 
even aggressive, in school. Many come from impoverished, 
dysfunctional homes and neighborhoods. The Bridge 
is their last chance to succeed in school. Because these 
students are on a path to failure, they require creative and 
non-traditional supportive services and programs, including 
counseling, workforce readiness instruction, work-based 
learning and behavioral support. The opportunity to 
participate in the Great Stories Club is one more crucial 
component of the program. For more information, visit 
hcsd-thebridge.weebly.com/the-bridge-information.html
 The Claverack Library will receive 11 copies of each of 
the three book selections, paid travel for the library project 
director to attend an orientation workshop in Chicago, and 
project materials, training and support.
 Gatherings of the Great Stories Club at the Bridge will 
begin on Tuesday, January 5, 2016. More information can 
be found by contacting the library during operating hours 
or via email at info@claveracklibrary.org.  
 Since its inception in 2006, ALA’s Great Stories Club 
has reached 670 libraries in 49 states and more than 30,000 

young adults (ages 12 to 21). The grant is administered 
by ALA’s Public Programs Office, in partnership with the 
Association for Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies 
(ASCLA), including the Library Services for Youth in Custody 
and Library Services to the Incarcerated and Detained interest 
groups. The Great Stories Club is made possible by a major 
grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities: 
Celebrating 50 Years of Excellence.

~THEA SCHOEP

 Twenty-one junior engineers ages 9 to 14 attended the 
Claverack Free Library’s 2015 summer program. Volunteer 
mentors, many of whom are professional engineers, used 
IBM educational engineering kits to work with children 
in small groups to explore the world of engineering and 
create structures using basic materials. One day’s challenge 
was to move a marble up to five feet using two pieces of 
paper. The next two days, sponsored by M/E Engineer-
ing, were spent building solar powered model cars; M/E 
Engineering provided a car for each student. As a finale, 
the young engineers constructed paper airplanes and pasta 
bridges.  
 Mentors came from GE (Stephen Sanborn), M/E 
Engineering (Michael Sullivan), CB Strain/Dynamic Sys-
tems (Victoria Fuchs), IBM (Mario Verna), and Hawthorne 
Valley School (Abe Madey). A similar program is planned 
for next summer.

An enthusiastic group of budding engineers with their mentors.

Library Builds Successful 
Junior Engineering Program
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S ADULT PROGRAMMING

Medicare 101
Thursday, November 19 (5:30 – 7 P.M.)
Puzzled by the intricacies of Medicare? What’s the 
difference between parts A, B, and D? What’s a supple-
mental plan or Medicare Advantage? All your questions 
will be answered at this free program. Registration 
is requested to assure that all attendees will receive 
a workbook to take home. Sign up at the circulation 
desk, by phone (518-851-7120) or email (info@claver-
acklibrary.org). Refreshments will be served.

The Hudson Valley in the Ice Age
Sunday, December 13 (2 P.M.)
Dress warmly and come to the library to get the perfect 
holiday gift. Geologists Robert and Joanna Titus will 
sign copies of their books after their talk. Brrrrr. Bring 
your questions; stay for refreshments.

Navigating Digital Loans
January (date to be announced)
Bring your new tablet or e-reader to the library to 
learn how to borrow an e-book or a digital audio book 
from the Mid-Hudson Library System. We love to 
have patrons come to the library, but we also offer the 
convenience of borrowing digital files from your home 
computer or even your smart phone. 

Unless specified, all programs take place at the Clav-
erack Library at 629 Route 23B, at the intersection of 
9H, on Sundays from 3 to 5 P.M. 

~VICKI ROSENWALD

   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Classic Movie Night!
Friday evenings at 7 P.M.

Join us at on the following Friday evenings for movie fun. 
We’ll provide beverages, you can bring a snack to share.

JANUARY 22 – 
The original Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 

Factory starring Gene Wilder

FEBRUARY 26 – 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang starring Dick VanDyke

MARCH 25 – 
Finian’s Rainbow starring Fred Astaire

~THEA SCHOEP

COMING UP:
The Broad Street Chamber Players 

House Concert 
to Benefit the New Library

January 23, 2016 
(snow date, January 30)

Home of Lisa Vahradian 
and John Tillotson, Claverack
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LETTER FROM THE 

Board President

Like Us on Facebook

Dear Claverack Community,

 Exciting news from the library! The trustees are thrilled 
to welcome Dorothea Schoep as the new library director, 
effective October 21, 2015. Thea began her employment in 
May 2007 as children’s program director and assistant library 
director and has served as interim director since June 1st. She 
is credited with the superb children’s programing at the library 
and the development of educational and fun opportunities for 
youth in our area. She will be putting her creative talents to 
work for patrons of all ages. 
 Come in and enjoy the more spacious reading room cre-
ated by removing items no longer in demand from the shelves 
and by rearranging our collection.
 This newsletter highlights details of a major grant that 
Thea secured to help to encourage area at-risk students 
remain in school. We wish her well on her travels to Chicago 
for training and look forward to hearing all about this 
opportunity to connect these teens with opportunities with 
success in school and beyond.
 Excitement is also in the air surrounding the new library 
building. We are starting a new phase of improvements with 
installation of fiber optic service, water main hook-up, 
clean up of old floor tiles on the lower level, and consulting 
services from a local architect to define the next steps for the 
new library. Linda McNutt will make a presentation at the 
monthly board of trustees meeting on Tuesday, November 
17, at 5 P.M. at the library. All are welcome.
 Visit the New Building tab on the library’s website -- www.
claveracklibrary.org -- for additional progress updates and to 
contribute to the capital campaign. See the insert of donors 
who have already supported our new library. Each and every 
donation is appreciated and helps to bring the new library and 
community center closer to completion.
 Meanwhile, I encourage you to stop in the library, wel-
come our new director, explore the many events and activities 
for all ages, and enjoy the new clean, open space.

Sincerely,
Jane S. Case
 

Getting Comfortable with 
Digital Downloads

Now patrons can check out eBooks & eAudiobooks for 
their choice of 7, 14 or 21 days through the MHLS 
Overdrive collection. The 21-day loan is a new option. 
Patrons can set their lending period preference for 
each format by going to http://mhls.lib.overdrive.
com/, logging into their accounts, then clicking on 
Settings. More information on how to change lending 
period options can be found at http://tinyurl.com/
ptxvtcb.
 It’s also possible to return titles early, before the 
loan period is over (to free up space on cards for your 
next download), by using the same software or app 
used to download it. Learn more about returning titles 
at http://tinyurl.com/o3efh5r.
 If you have questions, or would like to learn more 
about borrowing from Overdrive, stop by the library. 
We are always happy to help!

Check Your Due Date
All items checked out from our library have a typical 
lending period of three weeks, with the exception of new 
DVDs, which are lent for one week. Via phone, email, 
or your online library account, you may renew items for 
two additional three-week cycles as long as there are no 
holds on your item. It’s important to return your books 
on time so that others have the opportunity to borrow 
our library’s copy. Each item delivered to us from other 
libraries within the Mid-Hudson Library System costs 
our library a small fee. So please check your due date.
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HOURS:
Monday: 1pm-8pm
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Wednesday: 1pm-8pm

Thursday: Closed
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Saturday: 10am-2pm

Sunday: Closed
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Thank-you Notes:
The trustees work hard to keep all fundraising expenses as low as 

possible and are grateful to the many friends, volunteers and 
supporting organizations for their generous support:

Gary Arcuri
Martin Baumgold
Pam Banks
Peter Bevacqua
Ellen Block
Deb Byer
Morgen Bowers
Roger Case
CB Strain
Columbia Tent
Brianna Conte
Elizabeth Davis
Joan DeKimpe
Suzanne DePalma
Anita Dwyer
David Baylen
Daniel Esterman
Albina Evans
Barbara Ellsworth
Fairview Wines &
  Spirits
Jean Feinberg
Laura Fortenbaugh
Fry-Bake
Mindy Gardner
Patricia Gravett

Cheryl Halleran
Hawthorne Valley
 School
Cindi Hockenberry
Hudson Correctional
  Facility
Russ Immarigeon
Christine Kachuba
Evelyn King
Karen Kreig
Peter Larmour
John Lee
Kathleen Montross
Kitty Osterhoudt
Bill Pierson
Rita Piester
Chris Post
Olivia Post
Kim Plass
Kathy Quirk 
Ellen Scofiled
SueAnn Shedrick
Spotty Dog Books & Ale
Abigail Stearn
Becky Stowe
Virginia Strull

Please contact 
info@claveracklibrary.org to receive 
twice-monthly updates of the many 

services and programs we offer.

The American Songbook Soared and a 
Bigger-than-Ever Fall Book Festival 
Inclement weather at two recent fundraising events presented some challenges, 
but both the American Songbook on September 12 and the fall book festival on 
October 2, 3, 4 were successful in spite of the heavy rains and cool temperatures.
 The American Songbook dinner raised more than $10,000 for the new library’s 
capital campaign. The trustees wish to thank the event’s host, Amy Laurie, soprano 
Nellie Rustick and her accompanist Jerry Cordato, Columbia Tent, Fairview Wines 
& Spirits, Hudson-Chatham Winery, Traditions Linens, Talbott & Arding, all 
who attended, and the many volunteers who pitched in to make it such a special 
evening (for a complete list of volunteers, see “Thank-you Notes” below).
 The annual fall book festival continues to grow and a larger tent was ordered 
this year to accommodate the growing volume of donated books. Hundreds of book 
lovers browsed the titles at the best prices of any regional sale and contributed to 
the sale’s proceeds of $4,500. It’s important to know that the fall festival, combined 
with the spring book and plant sale, is vital to the financial health of the library. 
The two sales generate nearly 10 percent of the library’s annual operating budget.

Talbott & Arding
Traditions Linens
Vasilow’s Confectionery
Anneke Vosburgh
Roland Vosburgh
Allan Wirth

American Library 
 Association
The Bank of Greene 
County Charitable
  Foundation
The Chatham Film
  Festival
The Children’s 
 Foundation of 
 Columbia County
Hudson River Bank &
 Trust Company
 Foundation
IBM
Kinderhook Bank
M/E Engineering
Stewart’s Shops



The	Campaign	for	the	New	Claverack	Free	Library	-	Donations	As	of	October	28,	2015	
	
*Denotes multiple donations	

+ Gift in Memory Joan Steiner 	
∞ Gift in Memory Adele Slocum 	
◊ Gift in Memory Kathryn Miller  
! Gift in Memory Patrick E. Sullivan 
Θ Gift in Memory Kendall Stearns, MD 
∇ Gift in Memory Roger & Virginia 
   Woolley 
ο Gift in Memory Jean Acciani 
♦Gift in Memory Alfonse P. Acciani 
★Gift in Honor Lisa Vahradian & Family 
✜Gift in Memory Alice M. Blaauw	
♪Gift in Memory Charles H. Brassard 
"Gift in Memory Kevin Novak 
✪ Gift in Honor Meg Cashen 
 
Foundation Support 
Richard & Terez Abatecola 
 Foundation* 
Evelyn Bordewick Charitable 
 Foundation* 
The Bank of Greene County Charitable 
 Foundation 
The Children’s Foundation* 
Robert Sterling Clark Foundation* 
The Dyson Foundation* 
Marilyn & Bob Laurie Foundation* 
Donald R. Mullen Family Foundation 
Rip Van Winkle Foundation 
The Weiss Family Foundation+ 
 
Business/In-Kind 
Archer Daniels Midland Company* 
Blades, DMC, LLC+ 
Blackwood & Brower Ltd.+ 
The Broad Street Chamber Players* 
Cantele Tent Rentals 
Carolina Eastern-Vail, Inc.♦ 
CEACO+ 
Christie's 
Claverack Package Store* 
Columbia Tent* 
Columbia Tractor, Inc. 
El Coyote Flaco 
Fairview Wines & Spirits* 
Ginsberg's Foods 
The Ghent Playhouse 
Hachette Book Group+ 
Jointa Galusha, LLC+ 
Kinderhook Bank 
Little, Brown & Co.+ 

MetzWood Insurance♦ 
Miller-Wilkens, Inc./Valley Energy* 
Montessori Community School♪ 
Ian Nitschke, Peggy Lampman 
   Real Estate 
Plass, Rockefeller & Nucci, LLC* 
Olde Hudson 
Signs by Design* 
Stair Galleries & Restoration, Inc. 
Frank W. Starkes Agency 
Talbott & Arding Cheese & Provisions 
Traditions Linens* 
Writer's House+ 
 
Government Grants 
New York State Library – Division of 
Library Development* 
 
Patroons ($100,000+) 
Anonymous (1) 
 
Classics  
($50,000-$99,999) 
 
Editor’s Choice 
($25,000-$49,999) 
Anonymous (1) 
Marilyn & Bob Laurie* 
Amy Laurie 
 
Leaders  
($10,000-$24,999) 
Anonymous (2) 
Ann W. & Pamela Banks*+∇ 
Randy M. Correll & Paul F. 
 Occhipinti* 
Jennifer & Christopher Post*+∞♪ 
Susan Roberts*+∞♪ 
Victoria Rosenwald & Daniel 
 Esterman*♪ 
Joan Steiner 
 
Authors Circle  
($5,000-$9,999) 
Anonymous (2) 
Alfonse P. Acciani*ο 
The Armstrong Family 
Margaret & James Cashen*♪ 
Marjory K. Desrosiers 
Florence & Meyer Frucher 

Neil & Alayne Howard & Family* 
Charlene & Peter Paden* 
Alice Platt* 
Deborah & Robert Shakotko*+ 
Drs. Gretchen Stearns & Richard  
      WeiningerΘ 
Stephanie Sussman & David 
 Baylen 
 
Best Sellers ($1,000-$4,999) 
Anonymous (6) 
Terry & David Ackerman* 
Virginia & Peter Ambrose*+∞ 
Colan Anderson* 
Margaret C. Ayers* 
Melinda K. Blackburn* 
Arminee H. Bowler & Ramon Leon* 
Cynthia J. Carlson & Robert G. Bertoletti 
Stanley A. Carr* 
Deidre A. Carson* 
Jane & Roger Case 
Kathleen A. Cashen* 
Zachary S. Feuer* 
Nancy & Ted Hilscher* 
Elizabeth Katsivelos 
Kenneth K. King* 
Lynne & Carmi Rapport*+ 
Nancy Hoag & Bill Rasweiler*+ 
George Rodenhausen*+ 
Adele Slocum*+ 
Ann & Peter Slocum 
Linda & Henry Theiss 
Kim Thomsen & Catherine Lord✪ 
Dr. & Mrs. Sanford Ullman* 
Donna & Mario Verna 
Doug Wingo*+ 
 
Readers ($500-$999) 
Anonymous (6) 
Amy Berkower+ 
Kathryn Castelle & Gary Stoller 
Allan M. Chapin* 
Susan Crow & Tom Steiner+ 
Elizabeth Davis* 
Craig Fitt & Bruce Shostak 
Scott Fuchs & Tom Detwiler* 
Cyndy Hall*+∞ 
The Keeler Family 
Maureen McNeil & Paul Glovinsky 
Katarina Mesarovich 
Christine & Russell Pomeranz*+ 
Amanda & Richard Riccio* 

Paula Alyce Scully* 
Irene F. & Frank W. Starkes 
Becky Sternal★ 
 
Best Friends ($100-$499) 
Anonymous (7) 
Susan & Michael Aguire+ 
Mollie Anderson∞ 
Robin Andrews & Chris Lastovicka* 
Dr. Charles Bardes 
Donna & Bill Barrett 
Virginia & James Barton* 
Claire & Leonard Behr* 
Doris W. Bernockie* 
Bethlehem Garden Club 
William J. Better 
Denise & Jonathan Blank* 
William L. Blaauw✜ 
Ellen L. Block 
Sherill & David Bolevice+ 
Janice Bouchard♪ 
Larry Braman+ 
Melanie & Howard Brandston*+♪ 
Charles H. Brassard* 
Meghan Brennan+ 
Mike Bucci+ 
Kathryn & Martin Bunin 
Dr. & Mrs. Lewis Burrows 
Betsy Cashen 
Mark Cheffo & Family+ 
Claverack Garden Club 
Doug Cole & James Cole+ 
Marianne Courville & Michael Albin 
Jo-Ann F. Coyne♦ 
Mary Daly 
Joan DeKimpe* 
John Dobkin* 
Chris Eigeman 
Albina & Shailler Evans 
Mary Evans 
Patricia Fecher* 
Maryl C. Fish* 
Marguerite & James Folz* 
Jean Feinberg 
Daniel Frank 
William R. Furse 
Enid Futterman & John Isaacs+♪ 
Joan & Philip Gellert* 
Mary & Bill Gerlach 
Sandra & Stewart Gill*+ 
Brian F. Goodrich 
Patricia & Tony Gravett 
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Eileen M. Halloran♦ 
Linda & Terrence Hanlon*+ 
Mark J. Happe 
Lisa Hayes & Paul Mays+ 
Michael J. Harvey 
April Henry & Randy Patten* 
Arcinee & James Hermiston* 
Hanna Hinrichs 
Cynthia A. Hockenberry* 
H. Russell Holze 
James Ivory 
Diana M. Jelinek♪ 
Cathy Kaufman & Thomas Pippert* 
Judith & Thomas Keaney* 
Stephen King & Peter Bevacqua* 
Susan & Richard Koskey 
Diane Kreig 
Karen & Lauren Kreig♦* 
Kailin Kroetz 
Stacia Kroetz 
Peggy Lampman & Ian Nitschke 
Laura Lapachin & Stefan Friedemann 
Abby Lappen & Martin Baumgold*♪ 
Abigail Laufer & Thomas Ferguson 
Linda M. Leck 
Jeanne & Michael Leonard*+∞ 
Arlene Levinson! 
Kathryn MacDonald 
Arthur McGuire & Alastair McRobbie 
Martha MacMaster & Sheldon 
 Evans+ 
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Monkash 
Linda McNutt & Peter Hoffman 
Ilse Melamid 
Ann Breen Metcalfe+ 
Florence & Victor Meyers 
Kathleen K. Montross 
Patricia & Richard Nobes 
Deborah & Francis Nolan 
Dale Payson*+ 
Ann Pearson 
William G. Pierson* 
Kerianne Piester 
Nancy Ploeger 
Charles Post* 
Olivia Post 
Kathleen & Michael Quirk* 
Larry C. Ravitz 
Renate S. Reiss 
Naomi Seligman & Andrew 
 Gumbel+ 
Thea Schoep 
Beverly & Roald Schopp* 

Bonnie Shannon∞ 
Kareme & Ned Steiner+ 
Virginia & Paul Strull 
Marcia J. Sullivan* 
Ronald C. Tanner 
Megan Tingley+ 
Hildegard & Gus Thompson* 
Joyce & Walter Thompson 
Stuart Thompson & Joseph Baker 
Mary & Dan Udell 
Nancy Van Deren 
Cornelia H. & Robert W. Verde 
Mary Elizabeth & Curtis Vincent 
Nell Washington+ 
Jacqueline Wilder & Arthur Baker* 
David A. Williams 
Audrey A. Wyman 
 
Family ($10-$99) 
Anonymous (4) 
Joan & Robert Berry◊ 
Sara Brandston 
Mimi Brauch+ 
Carol H. Calvin 
Denise J. Carson♦ 
Geeta Cheddie-Musall+ 
Nathan Chess♪ 
Laura & Leo Cimini 
Janet & John Cothren 
Linda S. & Michael C. Daly 
Deborah Lynn Davis 
Elisa & Ed Demski♪ 
John Dryzga♪ 
Cecelia & Robert Elinson+ 
Eunice Ellis 
Mildred & Frank Etchegary 
Thomas Fattore* 
Susan & Mark Fingar 
Marcia Fitzgerald 
Laura J. Fortenbaugh♪ 
Helen & Henry Freedman 
Dr. Resa & Charles Fremed♪ 
Francoise & Luis Freyre♪ 
Marie Goldstein & Joe Gaschel 
Dr. & Mrs. David Golub 
Peggy Gould & Bryan Fox 
Mrs. & Mr. David Gowdy 
Jan Grice 
Mary & Paul Grieger 
David Haines 
Loretta & Gary Hawkins 
Rose & Ray Heady 

Liz & Ned Howe 
Joan & Walter Jutkofsky* 
Elizabeth F. Kanaga 
Pat Kay 
Joyce & Kenneth Ketay+ 
Darlene & Andrew Keute 
Ann & Bill Keyser♦ 
Pamela B. Kline 
Diane & John Konderwich 
Judith & Robert Kowal♦ 
Toni & Richard Koweek! 
Mary Pierce LaFleur+ 
Martha Lane & Robert Lucke+ 
Kim Law 
Jean M. Leggieri♦ 
Deidre Leland & H. Frank Rhymer+ 
Regina & John Libruk 
Kevin Lippert 
Sondra Loring 
Marilyn Mackay 
Linda S. Manning 
Janice & Maurice Mans♦ 
Deanna T. Marotta♪ 
Patricia C. Martel 
Barbara Martin 
Debby Mayer*+∞ 
Arthur McGuire & Alastair McRobbie 
Jack McMullen+ 
Christopher McNally 
Pamela Ann Meier+ 
Rosalyn Meisner+ 
Ann & George Mickle 
E.F. Miller◊ 
Jean Miller∞ 
Melanie & Norman Mintz+ 
Mary & John Morrette♦ 
Eileen R. Newman+ 
Lois Niver 
Deborah M. & Francis X. Nolan 
Paula & Charles North 
Terry Novak" 
Michael Nyerges 
Carol F. O’Brien 
James J. O’Connell 
Tom Parrish & Charlton Clay 
Ronald Platner 
Harris C. Poor 
Michael Poust 
Anne & Sidney Richter♦ 
Karen J. Rosand 
Mary & Joseph Ronsani 
Carol & Bob Sacks+ 
Carol J. Schmidt 

Janet Schnitzer & Tomm Eaton+ 
Barbara Schwimmer 
Kate & Jason Shaw+ 
Joseph Scorca 
Barbara Slate 
Katie Smith & Chris Cashen 
Nancy & Tim Smith+ 
Sue Stauffacher 
Ronald Tanner* 
Cathleen Toelke+ 
Bonnie Torchia 
Carol Ueland 
Joanne Vilaghy & Thomas Buckner 
Margaret & David Vogel 
Eileen & Albert Widd & Family♪ 
Vicki & Jon Wilder* 
Barbara & Robert Willner 
Phyllis & Allan Wirth 
Elizabeth Wynn 

 
The entire Board of Trustees has 

contributed to the capital campaign. 
 
NEW LIBRARY BENEFIT HOSTS:  
Kathy & Sedat Pakay, Alice Platt, Meg & 
Jim Cashen, Amy Laurie, Lisa Vahradian 
& John Tillotson, Scott Fuchs & Tom 
Detwiler 

How to Contribute 
Your tax-smart gift to the Capital 
Campaign is an investment in the 
future of Claverack. Please speak to 
your financial advisor for specific 
information about giving 
appreciated securities or including 
the Claverack Free Library in your 
estate planning. 
    Donations may be made through 
the secure online link: 
 justgive.org/claveracklibrary 

 
FOR NAMING OPPORTUNITIES,  

CONTACT 
Capital Campaign Chair Jennifer Post  

newbuilding@claveracklibrary.org 
Claverack Free Library 

PO Box 417 
Claverack, NY 12513 




